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Thessaloniki IASPR Conference City 
 

 

 

About Thessaloniki 

 

IASPR conference will take place at the historical city of Thessaloniki, Greece. 

Thessaloniki, the second largest city and co-capital of Greece, is world known for the 

Ancient Greek, Roman and Byzantine monuments, the charming shopping 

thoroughfares, the indulging local cuisine and the exciting nightlife. The city was 

founded in 315 B.C., named after the ancient Greek princess Thessaloniki, sister of 

Alexander the Great, and has been a crossroad of cultures and civilizations for over 

2300 years. 

Renowned for its festivals, events and vibrant cultural life in general, Thessaloniki is 

considered to be Greece's cultural capital.  

 

You could find more information about Thessaloniki here: 

 

 

Travelling to Thessaloniki  

 

Thessaloniki international flight connections 

 

Central Europe 

Berlin-Tegel, Berlin-Schönefeld, Düsseldorf, Hamburg, Frankfurt, Hannover, Munich, 

Nuremberg, Stuttgart, Vienna, Zürich, Basel, Paris-Charles de Gaulle, Brussels-

Charleroi (from April), Rome-Fiumicino, Rome-Ciampino, Milan-Malpensa, 

Bergamo-Orio al Serio 

United Kingdom 

London-Gatwick, London-Luton, London-Heathrow, Manchester, Bristol 

Scandinavia 

Stockholm, Oslo, Copenhagen, 

Balkans & Eastern Europe 

Belgrade, Bucharest-Băneasa, Bucharest-Henri Coandă, Budapest, Brno, Istanbul, 

Moscow-Vnukovo, Moscow-Domodedovo, Minsk, Ostrava, Prague, Tirana, 

Krasnodar, St. Petersburg, Kazan, Yekaterinburg, Yerevan, Warsaw 

Cyprus 

Larnaca, Paphos 

Israel 

Tel Aviv 

http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/main_cities/thessaloniki
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City-Attractions & Landmarks  

 

 

Top 7 attractions in Thessaloniki 

1. The White Tower' the absolute symbol of Thessaloniki - An exhibition of the 

history and art of Byzantine Thessaloniki covering the period between 300 and 

1430 AD. There is a small cafe with a great view at the top. 

2. The Roman Monuments dating back to the early 4th century. 

3. The Museum of Byzantine Culture: Much of the country's finest Byzantine art-

priceless icons, frescoes, sculpted reliefs, jewelry, glasswork, manuscripts, 

pottery, and coins.  

4. The Archaeological Museum of Thessaloniki: The most widely visited museum 

in Thessaloniki, near the White Tower and fairgrounds. Displaying sculpture of 

the archaic, classical and Roman periods.  

5. The picturesque district 'Ladadika' and the port of the city.  

6. Ruins of the Galerius palace complex are located at Navarino Square. It 

represents one of the greatest monuments of the Roman period in Thessaloniki, 

showing the transition of a city with minor significance into a capital. 

7. The Roman Market, which was in function for 8 entire centuries, from the 

foundation of the town in the 5th century BC till the early Byzantine times, in 

the 5th century AD. Remains of a theatre, a square, an arched street, a mint and 

a marketplace have been unearthed, while excavations and restoration works are 

being continued today. 

 

Top 8 activities in Thessaloniki 

1. Visit the numerous Byzantine churches of the city, dating back to the early 

Christian years (UNESCO World Heritage Monuments). 

2. Visit the Monastery Republic of Mount Athos. 

3. Visit Vergina, the ancient site of Aigai and the first capital of Macedonia has 

extensive ruins including the tomb of Phillip and the summer palace of King 

Antigonas Gonatas. 

4. Visit the province of Halkidiki (picturesque villages, amazing beaches) 

5. Visit Mount Olympus, home of the ancient Greek Gods.  

6. Taste the local and international gastronomy and local wines  

7. Enjoy shopping  

8. Experience city’s night life 

 

 

 

Sightseeing and leisure in Thessaloniki  

 

Byzantine monuments 

Thessaloniki, with its host of Byzantine monuments (due to its significance during 

the Byzantine period), justifiably is considered an open-air museum of Byzantine 

art. Wandering through the city, it is worthwhile to see: 

 

1. The churches of Acheiropoietos a three-aisled, timber-roofed basilica, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Tower_of_Thessaloniki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Thessaloniki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Museum_of_Byzantine_Culture
http://www.amth.gr/index.php/en/
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/456
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Athos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vergina
http://www.visitgreece.gr/en/destinations/halkidiki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Olympus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_the_Acheiropoietos
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2. The Holy Wisdom of God (Hagia Sophia) (7th century),  

3. The Panaghia (Virgin) Chalkeon 1028),  

4. Hosios David (12th century), St Panteleemon (late 13th or the early 14th century), 

is of four-columned cross-in-square type,  

5. Panagouda a three-aisled basilica with significant icons,  

6. Agios  Ioannis Prodromos, Vlatadon monastery a 14th century foundation of 

which only the katholikon and two cisterns within the precinct survive,  

7. Agios Dimitrios a splendid basilica dedicated to the patron saint and protector 

of the city, etc.  

8. The byzantine walls of the city 

9. The archaeological site in 3 Septemvriou St., with remnants of a cemetery 

basilica, a martyr and Early Christian graves. 

10. The byzantine bathhouse (late thirteenth century). 

11. The Heptapyrgion castle was raised in stages, from the early years of the 

Byzantine Age into the Ottoman period. 

 

Amazing Ottoman monuments 

1. The White Tower (15th century), the hallmark of the city. It was built in 1536 

the White Tower is a landmark and symbol of Thessaloniki, right on the water 

front. It is expected to house the new Museum of Thessaloniki's history 

2. The Mosques of the Hamza Bey Cami (15th century), the Aladja Imaret Cami 

(1484) and the Yeni Cami (1902). 

3. Hamams (Turkish bathhouses) - The Pazar Hamam (15th century), the Pasha 

Hamam (15th century), Bey Hamam (16th century), Yeni Hamam and the Yahudi 

Hamam. 

4. Rotunda and Arch of Galerius - Roman monuments  

5. Bezesteni, a rectangular building with lead-covered domes and four entrances 

was built in the late fifteenth century and operated as a cloth market.  

 

 

Thessaloniki Museums 

1. Archaeological Museum - An exciting tour of the history of ancient Macedonia 

through important findings dating back to the end of 6th century B.C. The 

museum was inaugurated in October 1962. 

2. Byzantine Civilization Museum - one of the most important museums of the 

country, with valuable Byzantine exhibits dating back from the Early 

Byzantine period to the Turkish occupation.  

3. Jewish Museum - Housed in a preserved building built in 1904; it presents the 

historical course of the Jews of Thessaloniki until their genocide by the Nazis 

during German occupation. 

 

4. Macedonian Museum of Contemporary art: The museum houses, among other 

things, paintings, sculptures, engravings, photos and films made by Greek or 

foreign artists. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hagia_Sophia,_Thessaloniki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Panagia_Chalkeon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Hosios_David
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Saint_Panteleimon_%28Thessaloniki%29
http://thessaloniki-gold.com/thessaloniki/attractions/agios-ioannis.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walls_of_Thessaloniki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Bath_%28Thessaloniki%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heptapyrgion_%28Thessaloniki%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Tower_of_Thessaloniki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arch_of_Galerius_and_Rotunda
http://www.amth.gr/index.php/en/
http://www.mbp.gr/html/gr/
http://www.jmth.gr/
http://www.mmca.org.gr/mmst/el/home.htm
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Culture and Events 

1. Thessaloniki Concert Hall - A newly-built, magnificent yet austere, 

multipurpose venue for cultural and other events. Operating since 2000 it is one 

of the most advanced concert venues in Europe.  

2. Moni Lazariston - by the monastic order of the Brothers of Mercy, and now 

used for cultural events. 

3. Mylos - (literally mill). An old industrial complex, built in 1924, today have 

been remodeled to house cultural events and leisure activities, as well as the 

industrial buildings of the old FIX Brewery and the VILKA plant. 

4. National Theatre of Northern Greece - Thessaloniki's main institution for 

performing arts; 

5. International Film Festival of Thessaloniki - The country's leading annual 

Cinema Festival, taking place in November; 

 

 

Dining and Nightlife 

1. Aristotelous Square - surrounded by monumental buildings and open to the 

waterfront for a width of 100 meters and the waterfront avenue of the city 

(Nikis avenue), where cafes, trendy bars, restaurants and street performers can 

be found. 

2. Navarinou Square - Full of university student’s haunts (open air cafes 

overlooking the ruins of the imperial palace). 

3. Valaoritoy district - The new trendy neighborhood where restaurants, bars and 

live music scenes. 

4. Bar rows in the city center - cluster of bars with distinct character can be found 

at Lori Margariti, Nikiforou Foka, Zefxidos and Valaoritou streets. 

 

Shopping 

1. Modiano, Kapani and Athonos Market Halls - colorful covered halls, selling food 

and inexpensive clothes; there are a lot of beautiful taverns with Greek 

traditional music.  They mostly have brilliant food. 

2. Tsimiski- Street - is the main shopping street and where visitors will find a 

selection of retailers typical of a high street. Popular international brand named 

goods and domestically made products share equal space in this busy retail 

area. 

3. Pastry Shops – The sweet temptations in Thessaloniki are many and the visitor 

can find them located in every district and every neighborhood. Every patisserie 

has its own character and specialty.  

4. Proxenou Koromila Street - the city's most up market shopping area, where 

most Thessaloniki haute couture as well as international designer boutiques 

can be found. 

 

http://www.tch.gr/default.aspx?lang=en-GB&page=1
http://www.monilazariston.gr/00000000.en.aspx
http://www.ntng.gr/default.aspx?lang=en-GB&page=1
http://www.filmfestival.gr/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotelous_Square

